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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                    
September 19, 2007                   
          

FACT SHEET 
 

MAYOR SANDERS AND SENATOR KEHOE ANNOUNCE KEY  
OPEN SPACE LEGISLATION ON GOVERNOR’S DESK FOR SIGNATURE 

 
SB 373 PROVIDES ADDITIONAL PROTECTIONS TO LOCAL PARKLANDS 

 
Mayor Jerry Sanders and Senator Christine Kehoe announced today that SB 373, a state bill passed to protect 
open space in San Diego, is on Governor Schwarzenegger’s desk awaiting his signature. The bill had strong 
bipartisan support in both the Senate and Assembly, passing the Senate on a vote of 31 to 6 and by 66 to 11 
in the Assembly. 
 
SB 373 would allow key city lands currently classified as “designated” open space to be reclassified as 
“dedicated” open space.  Defining land as dedicated open space parcels requires a vote of the people before 
the property can be used for another purpose. 
 
Several significant bureaucratic obstacles and their accompanying costs prevented the city from being able to 
reclassify many of their designated open space parcels to the more protected dedicated open space 
classification for more than a decade.  Currently the city is required to re-survey each parcel and prepare a 
new legal description and reference map. 
 
The cumbersome nature of this current process has prevented thousands of acres of city-owned open space 
from moving into the dedicated classification as originally intended when the land was deeded over to the 
city. All the parcels in question are owned in fee title by the city. 
 
SB 373 gives the City of San Diego until December 31, 2007, to adopt a list of parcels to be converted to 
dedicated open space. Under the San Diego City Charter, either the city or the state Legislature may act to 
dedicate open space. 
 
The Mayor announced that city staff is preparing to transmit to the City Council the list of parcels proposed 
for dedication, including over 3,300 acres in Mission Trails Regional Park. Under SB 373, the City Council 
is required to adopt the list by Council Resolution in a document entitled, “Declaration of the Dedication of 
Land,” that will be filed with the City Clerk and, if required, at the Office of the County Recorder.  
 
Work is underway to streamline the dedication process so that processing the backlog can be expedited and 
future dedications are handled in a more routine manner by the city.  














































































